
11. COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

a) Mr. George DeCota, 1419 Lake Street, Lodi addressed the City Council regarding a 
neighbors RV that is parked next to his driveway and stated that he is concerned about 
the safety of citizens walking down the sidewalk in the area. Mr. DeCota gave a brief 
history of the problem and stated that now that he has done some revamping on his 
property, the problem has exaggerated. Mr. OeCota presented pictures of the problem for 
Council's perusal. 

Community Development Director Bartlam stated that he had spoken with Mr. DeCota 
and cannot find any violations; however, he feels there is a safety issue. He has 
attempted to talk to Mr. DeCota's neighbor, but has been unable to reach him by 
telephone. Mr. Bartlam then discussed the 45% rule regarding asphalt or concrete paving 
in a front yard and indicated that Mr. DeCota's neighbor is completely within his rights. 

The City Council referred the matter to staff to see if the problem could be resolved. 

12. COMMENTS BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

a) Council Member Warner stated that he had gone to the Vines to Wines function on 
Sunday, stating that it was very well done. He indicated that the Convention and Visitors 
Bureau were involved, and the event included five wineries, and consisted of tasting and 
education. He stated that it was a great event. 

b) Mayor Pro Tempore Sieglock stated that he had read about the Parks and Recreations 
struggle regarding the basketball courtls at Legion Park and asked that the matter be on 
the June 18, 1997 agenda for discussion. 

c) Mayor Pennino indicated that he had attended a meeting today hosted by the San 
Joaquin Partnership where it was announced that American Eagle flights may be coming 
to the Stockton Airport. Mayor Pennino asked that a letter of support be sent. 

d) City Manager Flynn indicated that he had received a FAX today indicating that the 
California Code Administrator submitted to the California Public Utilities Commission an 
area code relief plan for the 209 area code. The plan recommends that the northern half 
of the existing 209 area code retain the 209 number. 

- 

The Administrator cited several reasons for the decision. Included in those reasons are 
the location of Medic Alert in Turlock, the number of wireless customers in the northern 
region, as well as the north's interaction with other surrounding area codes. 

13. CLOSED SESSION 

Mayor Pennino adjourned the City Council meeting at 1O:OO p.m. to a Closed Session to 
discuss the following matter: 

a> Labor Relations - United Firefighters of Lodi (UFL) - Negotiator: Human Resources 
Director Joanne Narloch 
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June 11, 1997 

Mr. William J. Kenney 
Director, Public Affairs 
Pacific Bell 
2700 Watt Avenue, Room, 2302 
Sacramento, CA 95860-0765 

Dear Mr. Kenney: 

Information contained in your June 4, 1997 letter was presented to the Lodi City Council at its 
regular meeting of that date. 

We are most pleased with your recommendation to the California Public Utilities Commission to 
retain the existing 209 area code in the Northern half of the existing 209 code area. 

The City Council is very supportive of the reasons cited for this recommendation which included 
the location of Medic Alert in Turlock, the number of wireless customers in the Northern Region, 
and the North’s interaction with the other area codes. 

We look forward to receiving the final decision regarding this issue by the Public Utilities 
Commission late this summer and appreciate your keeping us updated on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Phillip A. Pennino 
Mayor 
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PACIFIC BELL 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

2700 WATT AVE., ROOM 2302 
P.0.  BOX 15038 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95851 

I TO I PHONE # FAX # 
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SLlrle4.1997 

Mr. Rixon Flynn 
City Manager 
City of Ladi 
P.0.  Box 3006 
lodi, CA 95241 

Dear Mr. Flynn: 

Paday, the Galifamla Code Administrator submitted to the Gallifurnia Public \Stillties 
Covmission an area d e  relief plan for the 209 area code. The plan rectlmmends 
that the narlhem half of the existing 209 area cade retain the 209 nurnki. 

7 3 y  Administfator, WOIJ$ Hescrsx, dtes several reasons for the &cision Indudad 
in these reasons are the location of Medic Alort in Turlack, the number of wireless 
customen; in .the northern region, as well as the north's int@mc;lctiori with athsr 
surmumling aEa codes. 

When the area wde is split on November 14, 7993, the smaller 209 area is 
mcpE?L=tcd to last IQ to 11 112 years. 

The Public Utilities Gornmission is expected ta is~re a final decision by the end of 
swnrner, Comments may hs directled to: 

California Pubk Utilities Commission 
505 van N e s  Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94102 . 

Thank you for participating in the public meetings, local jurisdiction meetings, letters 
to the CPUC; and other aaivities that informed our community, business Iwders 
and the ganeml public of this important issue 

If you have questions, please call me at 416-972-2813. 



Contact: Bonnie Ward 
(!mi) 972-301.9 

Sam Frqatcisw - An area code relief plan was submitted taday to the Cslifarnia Yctbllc UTJtilities 
Commission to split the 209 area code in November I94X and retain the 209 number in the northm 
region and give a ncw area cmle to he southern mgion. 

California Code Adniinistralor b u g  Hcscon. acting on hehalf of thG statewide telecommuulications 
imdustTya submitted the plm to the Conmissinn for rcview and f i n d  appmvd. A final decision i s  
expccrrrd this S.ummer. 

Major f n c t m  contribuaing to h e  indubm’s recommendatioii to kcep the 209 area code in the north 
were:: a worldwide miiaqmncy m e d i d  infomaticin service a d  a major rnil~tary support service are 
Iwated in the north, the iiorth has more telephone prefixes open and stronger ties to it5 surrouiiding 
ill~eil codes, Hexox said. Telr~ornmunrcatims industry represeattatives voted unanimously in 
support of the p;lm at an indiistry meeting in April. “Thmc wt-e  two abstentions and those were 
h e c a u ~  th t i~e  indtistry members lelt the Conrrnissltnn should make the &cisiun,” Hescox said. 

Introduction of the new 
pawing demand fcrr additiclnal phone numbers iU the 209 area code, which now serves at lea~t part 
of each of tlie 22 counties in thc $an Joaquin Valley. lntruduction of thzl new m a  code will have no 
eftkt 011 die price of calls. “Call distance md time determines the price of a phone call, not whether 
OF not you dial m area code,” Hescux said. 

cnde is planiied for N w .  Id3 1998 and is nccdcd Lo mcct the rapidly 

Hescox, who cosrdinatcs area code relief planning statewide for the te1ec;ornrnunlsatl~~~ industry, 
acknnwbdged that tt. was a difficult decisim to determine which region should keep the marc 
fmiliar 209 area code and which should receive a iiew area c d e .  That subject has been the; source 
oI‘h~ted debate in $16 Inst several months, with local Dfficials and resident5 in both the novthcrn and 
soulhem halves of the n;gioon lobhying to keep the 209 iiurnbri;l. wben tha arrd code splits. 

7 n  most area GO& splits, it’s usualty more c1ew cut as to which irma shwld retain the existing arm 
code,” ‘ € ~ S C Q X  said. “This is a m$on where hadl the northerti and wouthm srctiuns were rimilar in 
many ways, bicludrng population, ttumber of telephone p-efixes and businesses.” 

Tho ~lecornniiaricatioiis industry t e r n  looked at many issues in detcnnining where to p h e  the 209 
area code, but the most important factors wme; 
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Page 2 -- Industry Recommends 209 Number Stay In North 

irmprinted on them. ‘The teleFommunicatirlrns industry felt that any change to this number could 
postddy jeupmdixe the lives of thme needing emergency medical tratmmt world\vide,“ Hescox 
said, “The m k  ofrcplacing ail 3 million bracclcts to reflecta new phone number would be 
nws ivc  and McdicAlcrt@ aLkia15 worry lhat sornc clisnts might not get the message This, of 
course, could have tragic cansequences.“ Tndustry inembers considered this the most significant 
rcmon fbr rclain~ng the 209 area code in the northern region 

* The ncurth bas more telephone prefmeu upen than the south. “We generally try to avoid 
changing the area code in the region with the most telephone customers That’s because the 
mare numbers you have to change the more customcr confusion that will be caused. The north 
cumfitly h a  nine more prefixes open than the south. A prefix has 10,000 numbers, meaning 
thcrc iii% !W,c)OO rnon numbmu available lor t&sipnment in the north than the south. 

rn The north hm morp interaction with its snrrounding area codes than the south. ‘Hexox said 
the northern 209 region has many residents who work, do business or shop in the si~rrounding 
we3 codes “There’s a lot of commuting by residents in the north to the Bay A r ~ a  ( a r a  ~Ddr;s 
5 10,4 15 and 408) as wet1 as into the Sacramento a r a  (916 area cndc j,” Hescox said- 
Approximately 30,OUO commuters travel through thc Almorit coddclr daily from Sat1 Joaqquin 
and Stanislaus counties jhoth in the northern 209) tc, the grcatcr Bay Area, accordil~g to statistics 
from the S m  JoiyuiTL Council of Guvmmenls. 

“‘Customers in the north have more interactian with the Bay Arm and Sacramento area codw 
fhm do customers in the snutli with their surrounding area codess* Hescnx cclntinwd. He said 
this itifonnation IS supported by input from meiiibers of the telecommunications industry during 
meetings 011 the 209 area d e .  ’This is important because it means changing thc area code in 
the: southern portion of f h ~  209 would C ~ U Y C  Icsu confusion for the wrrounding region than 
would changing it in the north-” 

L The Defenae L@stim Agency - Defense Distribution Region West -- is located in the north. 
This agency, located in Stocktan, nins the San Joaquin Depot, which is the primary supply 
distribution site for west ofthe Mississippi River to the Pacific Theater of Operatiom. The Sm 
Joaqoin nepot prnccsses a nionthly average of 334,963 transactions far supplies, q u i p m a t  and 
inaterials in support of US. military personnel. The Depot provided supplies to troops during 
the Gulf War and in the Bosnia peacekeeping mission. ‘They process supply orders for 
thoustmads of military persclnnel,” said Hescm:. “The conceni is an 
disrupt the order prwcsb causing ddays or even threatening the security of U.S. military 
personnel,” Hcscox said. Hc said the agcncy reccives about 100 phone calls daily for einergeiicy 

codc charrge could 

sup pli eS. 

Zliider tlie plat, the m a  code split h i e  generally runs along the Madera County line w41ere it border$ 
nn hIsripo,sa snd Merced counties. The northern area includes: Tiiolurniie, Calavems and hrnadnr 
counties, most of Merced, San Joaqub, Stanislaus aid Maripma counties and very  small parts of 
Madem, Eresno, Sacramento, El Uorads, Alpiue, Almeda, Contra Cmla and Smta Clara counties. 
The swrthern area includes. moat of Fremo, Madera. Tubarc: and Kings counties, and very snrd1 parts 
of Merccd, Nariposa, Mono, Inyo, Snn Benito, Mantetey and Kern counties. 

‘Rc  209 a m  code i s  cxpcctd to accommodate growth for 1 0 ti, 1 1 1 I=il yem in the north, while the 
new m a  code jii the southern region will last from 13 to 15 If4 years. “Custmners in the south will 
get the benefit of a longer area code lifespan,” Hescox said, noting that the ncw awa code could last 

- mgm- 
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’I’he C’ralifomia Public Utilities Uommissimi is expected to issue a final decisim an the 209 area eodz 
relief plan this sunmm. 13ersrms wba wish to icomrnent on the plan may irrite to; 

Califwrnia Public Utilities Commission 
Tekmmmunicatims Divisian, 3rd Flnor 

SO5 Van Nma Avenne 
Sad FI~IIILC~CO, CA 94102 

tilescox sad the rrrdustry was very conscientious about gett.ing public inpui on the 209 area code 
issue. “‘First, we held a series of IhrE?e public mwtings in Octohm 1996. Then we went back and 
held a second rourrd of public meetings in March and April 1997 to gcl comment specifically about 
which mgion sliouid k e p  tltc 209 area cuda. We also met with local ufficials and community 
leadcrs to gather their input,” lie said “Wc received a lot of valuable information at thcsr: meetings 
and through letters that helped us in making nair Anal Tecnrnmendatinn.’’ 

Hescux noted that when the new anis, code is introduced in Novcmber 1998. a si.r-month “get 
acquainted” dialing period will follow which allow people to dial either ~ b c  old ‘OC 3ornewarea 
code to Each phone numbers in the new area code. The actual threedigit ncw area code will be 
arnnounwd by tht; end of 1997. 

The 209 is the latest in a series of regions in California requiring area code relief due to iricxcascd 
p h m c  nirrnber demand. ‘”Califwnia now has I5 area crldcrs -- more than aiiy other state - and will 
need ta add mother eight by the end of 1998 to keep pacs: with dcrnand,” Hescox said. 

Twtl primary f a d m  driving that increasing demand are local klephanr service ccmpetition and the 
high-technolow clxpiosion. “Wirh the onset of widespread competition in Cdifomia’s low1 
klephone: market in 19%, each new provinEr requires its own supply of plitine numbers. Tn 1996, we 
&!signed more than 1,lQO pref izs  ~ t a t ~ ~ i d c  and 601 -- more than half -- were issued to new 
camptitors. Further, the rising demand for fax mxlunes, pagers, cellular phones, data 
communications networks: like ATMs and pay p i n t  services, iiirrdems for Internet access, and othct 
high-tech equipment also IS iiicmnsitlg the demand for phme numbers,” he said. 

The 209 area code plan was c~lle~tively develupd by a ielecommunications industry group 
rrpr~seating, tiumcrous companies, inchiding AirTouch, AT&T, ATa-1- Wireless, the California 
Cable l‘elevisiurr Association, LYl’B, MCI, Pacific Bell, Pagenett, Ponderosa Telephoiie, Sierra 
Telephone, Sprint, World Corn and others. The iirdiistry meetinngo ~ v m e  organized by California 
Code Adminimtion. 

CnIifornia Code Administration is an independent pt&ny group that coordinates area code relief 
planning and administem niirnbering ie:su~ucw on behalf of the California telecammunications 
industry. Final decisions on area cacle issues are made by the Califcrriiia Public Utilities 
Camm i ssi on ~ 
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hdustxy Recommends That  Northern kegion Keep 209 Area Code 
Plmt Filed Today With State C~ntmr is i~n;  Fh'Z Decision Expected This Summer 
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imprtnssd on them. 'The tolscornmudcativns industry felt that any c h q c  to thh number wuld 
possibly jcapardize the Uvbs  oft!!^ nccblng emergoticy rnadtcal treatment worldwide," Hsscox 
said. '%c task of replacing all 5 million bracclcts to reflect a new phone number woutdbe 
masivc and McdicAler@ oficial~ worry that some clfento mi&t nd: get the message, This, of 
cdur3ee, could have tragic cmaaquanccs." I n d u s ~ y  rnembets c8nsiderc-d this the moat significant 
ma8011 for retaining the 209 W ~ A  cede In the no&m reglan. 

?ommende 209 Number Shy %a Narth 

Tke aoKb bar mom tclepbanc prckxo open thrrr the 8outb. uWe g e n d y  trj to waid 
cfiangag tht area cadt  in t!x region With the maJt alephone customers. Thar's bxauscthe 
m e l ~  numbers you havo tl chanp the mwre cmomcr e s n f u t h  that will bs caused. The nor& 
currently has nine more pnilxes open &an the souzh A prefix has 10,000 numbers, meaning 
tbst. mr 90,000 mare numbers wailable for usipmenr in the n o d  than the south. 
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up to Four y e a n  longer t h n  the 209 rrcd code in thc northc “That m e w  it will be a long rhe, 
poaeibly more than 13 yoan, hefore custemws In the sou& have lo w c q  about anotbcr ana code 
Chanm,“ 

The Cdifwnia ? u b k  U:ilides Cornmiadon is expacroci TO Issue L f i d  decision on rha 209 arcs cbdc 
W p l a n  this Nmmtt, Persons who wish to wrnmcnt on the plan nay  w&e to: 

Califomln Public Uffilitio Commission 
Tdrcommnnicatiioru Divhlerr, 3rd Floor 

505 Van Nerr ~ m b a e  
9aa Francisco, CA 94102 


